
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on  7 September, 2021

Held at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs Joanne Nichols, George Peto, Ruth Appleby
In Attendance—Martin Chilvers – Clerk

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllrs Cook and Goddard.
2. Declarations of interest – None were declared. 
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the meeting, having been circulated, were 

accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was unable to attend
5. Matters arising
a) item 6a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk highlighted that the CIC were still seeking to appoint an 
additional Director to the board and anyone wishing to find out more should contact Jo Willis at either 
admin@raywindfund.co.uk or on 07762 179579.
b) item 6b: Road safety in the Parish  :   The Clerk provided details of the meeting with Superintendent 
Huddleston and Inspector Neill. It was reported that unfortunately they could not support the portable 
ANPR camera however it appeared there was confusion what it provided as it seemed similar data was 
collected from the ANPR as the Community Speed Watch volunteers (CSW). It was acknowledged the 
service was poor two years ago when the local community had 12 volunteers wishing to apply for CSW 
and the process left those 12 frustrated and disappointed. There was a promise that would not happen 
again and details for a more efficient process would follow. 
The Clerk advised he had that day received from Neil Snowdon (NCC) possible proposals for traffic 
calming through Otterburn. The Councillors agreed to review and report back their thoughts.
Meantime the Clerk shared the latest data captured from the Bankfoot speed indicator camera that 
showed an average of 1,248 vehicles passed the location each day and that 60% were exceeding 30mph 
speed limit when entering the camera zone, 2,443 of these vehicles exceeding 50mph and the fastest 
caught at 74.9mph on 9 June at 19:53 hours.  
c) item 6c: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk provided an update of the ongoing projects including 
the proposed redevelopment at Percy’s Cross and the interpretation monoliths and scripts received for the 
proposed sites at Otterburn Mill and Percy’s Cross. The Clerk also provided an update on the proposals 
for the star cairns. It was agreed the RTC would be an ideal location assuming the Trustees agreed.
d) item 6d:   Solar light near Redewater View houses  :   The Clerk advised that had received an email from 
Richard McKenzie (NCC) that he had started the process for the solar light.   
e) item 6e: Maintenance of public toilets in Otterburn: The Clerk advised he was still waiting to receive a 
response from Greg Gavin (NCC) on plans to redevelop the public toilet area in Otterburn. 
f) item 6g: Building a better community: Cllr Peto advised the ‘Village in Bloom’ had appeared to have 
been a success a received many positive comments from the Parish. He advised of possible plans for 
2022.
g) item 9c: Broken drain cover along main road through Otterburn: The Clerk reported that this had been 
repaired.
h) item 9d: Fibre broadband in Otterburn: The Clerk advised Gill Cowell from iNorthumberland would be 
attending the meeting on 5 October and it was a chance for the resident of the Parish to learn of the latest 
options and proposals to consider when ‘future proofing’ for a fast reliable broadband service. There was 
discussion as to how to encourage people to attend.
i) item 9e: Maintenance of the hedges either side of the footpath connecting Willow Green and Children’s 
Play Area: The Clerk advised he was still attempting to obtain a quote for this work.  

6. Finance
a) Finance update and adoption of the 2020-21 accounts: The Clerk provided an update on the latest 
financial position. There was agreement to adopt the accounts.
b) C  lerk’s salary and expenses for July and August, 2021  : The Clerk’s claim for salary £380.74 and 
expenses (£8.00) was agreed.
c) Payment of invoice to CM Landscape (NE) Ltd for grass cutting: The payment of £304.00 + VAT was 
agreed.
d) Payment of invoice to Otterburn Memorial Hall: The payment of £30.00 was agreed.
e) Payment of invoice to J. Hartshorne for Play Area work: The Clerk advised the work had not quite been 
finished and as such the matter would be on the October agenda. 
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7. Planning
a) 21/02825/FUL: Reconfiguration and upgrading of existing car park, new path to viewpoint 
and perimeter of site, felling of 4 trees, cleaning and re-pointing Percy Cross memorial, 
installation of new and replacement interpretation panels, repair of stone wall, replacement 
of picnic tables: Site Of Battle Of Otterburn, Percy's Cross A696 Otterburn: This matter was covered 
between meetings and the decision to support the application was submitted with the note that the Parish 
Council was the lease holder of the location. 
b) 21/02971/LBC: Listed building consent to clean and repoint monument including removal of 
plants/mosses. Repointed: Percy’s Cross, Site of Battle of Otterburn, Otterburn: This matter was covered 
between meetings and the decision to support the application was submitted with the note that the Parish 
Council was the lease holder of the location. 

8. New Business
a) Future use and plans for the Millennium Green: Cllr Peto advised he had spoken to Lisa Robertson 
(Youth Group) about the possible involvement of the Youth Group including a section for raised beds for 
fruit and vegetables. It was agreed the area was not that inviting presently and it was believed very few 
people visited. It was agreed that the Clerk should prepare an application for 30 trees from Woodland 
Trust and the decision where to plant would be made with consultation with local residents. Further 
consideration would be given at the next meeting before a decision made on how to progress. 
b) Local Transport Programme 2022/23: There was discussion on possible options. It was agreed the 
current priorities from the previous year were still relevant. Cllr Peto believed safety measures were 
required at the bridge near Otterburn Mill where there had been a few accidents in recent years and 
reports of numerous near misses.
c) Local Otterburn directory map: The Clerk shared comments from Cllr Cook who was unable to attend 
the meeting. There was agreement to her proposals. Following discussion options were highlighted to 
consider including a map that included artistic elements, brief history the Parish as well as identification of 
certain locations. Cllr Appleby recommended a local artist who may be able to quote for work to design a 
possible map.
d) Flower boxes and hanging baskets: Following discussions it was agreed to order two further flower 
boxes. Consideration was also given to having a hanging basket at certain sites including the bus shelter.
e) Repair of Otterburn trail alongside Le Petit Château: The Clerk reported that Revitalising Redesdale 
were in communication with Northumberland National Park regarding the required work to repair the trail 
where it has been damaged by flooding.
f) Action required in Children’s Play Area following inspection:  The Clerk’s report was received and 
agreed.
g) Resurfacing of pavement alongside Castle Hotel: The Clerk advised the resurfacing work was due to 
happen in September.
h) Complaints about noise from local wedding venues: Following complaints received from some residents
about the noise of music and fireworks from some of the local wedding venues it was agreed to write and 
ask for the volume to be reduced and notification given of future fireworks so residents with pets and 
farmers could prepare their livestock.
i) Peace Poles: The Clerk provided details he had received from a resident. There was no objection from 
the Councillors although with limited resource available the Parish Council would not be able to assist with 
the project.

10. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) The Clerk provided details of the Climate Emergency Declaration he had received from NCC. The 
Councillors believed there was little that could be done at a small local Parish Council level however there 
would be consideration given for decision at the next meeting.
b) Cllr Peto advised he had received complaints from residents over activity at Otterburn Hall Estate. This 
included further damage to the Hall itself, more trees being felled and misuse of a quad bike. The Clerk 
was asked to report the incidents to the appropriate authorities.
c) Cllr Peto highlight that the road from the Willow Green junction to the A696 was in a poor state and 
required attention and that it was a pity that NCC could not have made some repairs whilst resurfacing the 
salt depot location.

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 5 October, 2021. This is due to be held at Otterburn Memorial Hall unless otherwise advised.
Meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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